Abstract. -We report optical spectroscopy and redshift determination for 22 radio galaxies, extracted from the Ekers et al. (1989) compilation. Selected sources, which have both Fanaroff & Riley type I and II radio morphology and are classified as elliptical or S0, have a typical early-type spectrum with strong absorption lines as generally observed in non-radio elliptical galaxies. Only in two cases, 0344−345 and 1521−300, moderately strong emission lines are observed.
Introduction
We are currently studying a large sample of radio galaxies in the southern hemisphere, both of Fanaroff & Riley class I and II (FR) (Fanaroff & Riley 1974) . The sample is drawn from the lists of Wall & Peacock (1985) and Ekers et al. (1989) selecting objects with optical counterpart classified as elliptic or S0, in the distance range 0.01 < z < 0.12, in order to study their optical morphological and photometrical properties (Fasano et al. 1996) and the Megaparsec-scale environments (Pesce et al. 1996) . The results from these studies will also be used to compare the radio galaxy optical properties with those of the BL Lacertae host galaxies. This is useful for testing the hypothesis that BL Lacs are radio galaxies with a relativistic jet closely aligned toward the observer line of sight (see e.g. Urry & Padovani 1995 and references therein) .
Because complete redshift information was not available for the Ekers et al. subsample (for the Wall & Peacock list see Tadhunter et al. 1993) , we undertook optical spectroscopic observations to obtain the missing values. 
Observations and results
Optical spectroscopy was obtained at the European Southern Observatory (ESO), La Silla, Chile, using the 1.5 m spectrographic telescope equipped with a Boller & Chivens spectrograph during three observing runs in July 1993, July 1994 and February 1995. The detector employed was a Ford Aerospace CCD with 15 µm-pixels, which covers the range 3800−9000Å at a resolution of 3.8Å/pixel. Standard data reduction procedures were adopted to obtain 1-dimensional wavelength calibrated extracted spectra. Spectra have also been corrected for the wavelength dependent sensitivity of the instrument.
The achieved precision on wavelength calibration was better than ∼ 1Å. In all cases, a gaussian was fitted to the line profile to evaluate the line position.
In Table 1 we report for each source the measured redshift, as derived from line identifications of Table 2 , together with the estimated uncertainty. Table 2 gives the measured wavelength and equivalent width of the stronger lines (Cols. 3 and 4), while Fig. 1 reports for each object the observed spectrum. All sources show a typical early-type spectrum, exhibiting the Ca II H, K, G-band, Mg I, absorption lines (Fig. 1) Finally in Table 3 we give for 4 objects the redshift of a close companion galaxy, which in all cases was found to be at the same distance as the radio source. We report in Cols. 1 and 2 the name and z of the radio galaxy, in Cols. 3 and 4 the projected distance in arcsec of the companion, and in the last column the measured companion's redshift. 
